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Latvia havn’t separate Parking policy, programme or strategy in the national level,
because it is integreted in the National policy of transport sector.  This chapter gives an
overview on national level transport problems, existing policy and most important
legislative acts bearing in mind physical planning.

����1DWLRQDO�OHYHO�SODQV�DQG�SURJUDPPHV

Latvia has to tend to formulate transport policy on a sector by sector basis at the
national level. There is a trend to have an integrated approach to national transport policy
covering all sectors by preparing 1DWLRQDO� WUDQVSRUW� GHYHORSPHQW� SURJUDPP (1996-
2010). Coordination Council of National Transport Development meeting in 6 of June
1999 adopted the fourth programme and it is complex special purpose programme
consisting of 9 subprograms. 'RFXPHQW�VWDWHV�QDWLRQDO�VWUDWHJLF�JRDOV�DQG� WDVNV� IRU���
\HDU� SHULRG� DQG� FRYHUV� DOO� WUDQVSRUW� VHFWRUV�� 3URJUDPPH� DOVR� SUHVHQWV� SODFLQJ� DQG
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WUDQVSRUW�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�LQ�UHJLRQDO�FRQWH[W. Policies for integrating land
use with transport policies have to be established in future.

During last decades several overall programmes has been developed in Latvia.
They concern problems of transport sector development as well.

 The Economics Ministry, the Finance Ministry and the Latvian Bank have
prepared WKH�0HGLXP��7HUP�(FRQRPLFDO�6WUDWHJ\�LQ�WKH�&RQWH[W�RI�WKH�$FFHVVLRQ�WR
WKH�(8 in 1998. The Strategy among the others sets out the aim for the transport sector:

½ WR� SURPRWH� VWDELOH� LQFUHDVH� RI� WUDQVSRUW� VHUYLFHV�� WR� LPSURYH� WKH� TXDOLW\� DQG
FRPSDWLELOLW\�RI�H[SRUW�VHUYLFHV ,

½ to develop multimodal transport sector in a way to develop Latvia as transit country
with a good infrastructure,

½ WR�LPSURYH�WKH�WUDQVSRUW�OHJLVODWLRQ�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�WR�WKH�IUHH�PDUNHW�SULQFLSOHV�DQG
WKH�(8�GLUHFWLYHV.

7KH�1DWLRQDO�5XUDO�'HYHORSPHQW�3URJUDPPH was accepted by the Parliament on
1998 where one of the main sectors was the development of rural roads��7KH�&RQFHSW
IRU�/DWYLDQ�5XUDO�5RDG�0DLQWHQDQFH ZDV� DFFHSWHG� WKDW� DLPV� WR� LPSURYH� ILQDQFLQJ�
PDQDJHPHQW� DQG� WR� LQFUHDVH� WKH� ULJKW� RI� PXQLFLSDOLWLHV� LQ� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� SURFHVV� DERXW
URDGV�WKDW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�SURYLGH�ORFDO�WUDQVSRUW��7KH�FRQFHSW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�LPSURYH�ILQDQFHV
DLPV�WR�LQFUHDVH�UHYHQXHV�IURP�WKH�H[FLVH�WD[�LQWR�WKH�6WDWH�5RDG�)XQG�DQG� WR�FKDQQHO
WKHP�WRZDUGV�UXUDO�URDGV��ZKDW�LV�DOUHDG\�IXOILOOHG�LQ�����.
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(QYLURQPHQW�3ROLF\�3ODQ (1995) defines transport impact on environment as one of
the main problems and proposes following measures and solutions is suggested:

½ 7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WUDQVSRUW�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH,
½ Minimisation of noise and dangerous compounds emission caused by transport,
½ Establishment of the system for re-use of chemicals (oil, fluids for refrigerators etc)

used for transport, re-use of vehicles and their parts.

As an effective mean solving transport problems is recognised physical planning at all
levels.

Ministry of Transport is preparing 5RDG� 1HWZRUN� 0DLQWHQDQFH� DQG� 'HYHORSPHQW
3URJUDPPH at the moment. The Programme will include middle term (year 2000- 2005)
and long term strategy. The main goals of the programme are:

½ 6WUDWHJ\�IRU�URDG�QHWZRUN�PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW;
½ Development of international transport corridors(E- class roads, TEN corridors and

TINA);
½ Development of regional transport corridors (that includes frontier road network);
½ List of strategically bridges (including municipal) -identification and increase of

their carrying capacity in accordance to the EU loads;
½ 0XQLFLSDO��WUXQN��PDLQ��VWUHHWV�VXSSRUW�SURJUDPPH;
½ 5RDG�PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJ\ .

�����7UDQVSRUW� VHFWRU� LQ�/HJLVODWLYH�$FWV�5HJXODWLQJ�3ODQQLQJ�3URFHVV
DQG�0XQLFLSDOLWLHV�5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV

/DZ�RQ�0XQLFLSDOLWLHV (the Saeima (Parliament), 1994) GHILQHV�WKDW�GLVWULFW��FLW\
DQG� UXUDO� PXQLFLSDOLWLHV� �SDJDVWV�� KDYH� DQ� REOLJDWLRQ� WR� ZRUN� RXW� D� VRFLDO� DQG
HFRQRPLFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�SODQ�DQG�D�PDVWHU�SODQ��DQG�ORFDO�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�GHILQH�EXLOGLQJ
RUGHU�RQ�LWV�WHUULWRU\��7KH�DUWLFOH����RI�WKH�ODZ�VHW�RXW�WKDW�GLVWULFW�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�KDYH�WR
SURYLGH�IRU�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�VHUYLFH�

/DZ� RQ� 6SDWLDO� 'HYHORSPHQW� 3ODQQLQJ, (Saeima, 1998�� GHILQHV� SULQFLSOHV�
REMHFWLYHV� DQG� JRDOV� RI� VSDWLDO� SODQQLQJ� DQG� FRPSHWHQFH� DQG� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� VHOI�
JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�VWDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�SODQQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV. The law states
that local government of districts, state cities, district towns and pagasts (rural
municipalities) ensure the elaboration of the spatial development plans of their
administrative territories. This plan includes the development programme and the
physical plan. 1DWLRQDO�SURJUDPPHV�DQG�VHFWRU�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPPHV� UHJDUGLQJ� WR
WKH� WHUULWRU\� RI� FHUWDLQ� JRYHUQPHQWV� VKRXOG� EH� HVWLPDWH� DQG� DGRSWHG� LQ� WKH� SODQQLQJ
SURFHVV�

The law defines planning tasks and principles. For instance, sustainable
development principle states, that good environment, balanced economical development,
sensible use of nature, human and cultural resources and heritage should be preserved for
the future generations. Political declarations from national authorities, the district council
and local municipalities, as well as the existing development programme should be
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considered. The spatial development plan represents a weighing and prioritising of
different sector interests.

5HJXODWLRQV�RQ�3K\VLFDO�3ODQV (the Cabinet of Ministers, 1998) defines the order
of physical planning in the Republic of Latvia: the content and composition, as well as
the order of preparation, submission, coming into force, suspension and control�� 7KH
SXUSRVHV�RI�SK\VLFDO�SODQ�DUH�WR�HQVXUH�IRU�UDWLRQDO�XVH�RI�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�DUHD��ZKLFK
SURPRWHV�EDODQFHG�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW��SUHVHUYHV�HQYLURQPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�FXOWXUDO��LQ
DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�SULRULWLHV�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�SODQV
RI� WKH�VWDWH�DQG�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV� In accordance of the article 4 of the regulation all state
institutions and enterprises shall co-operate with municipalities in the field of physical
planning in accordance with ordinance providing information that is at their disposal
about the corresponding sector. In the plan is depicted the existing structure and
determined the planned structure of the district with a perspective of at least twelve years.

�����7UDQVSRUW�OHJLVODWLRQ�UHOHYDQW�IRU�VSDWLDO�SODQQLQJ

/DZ� �2Q� 5RDGV� (the Supreme Council, 1991) GHILQHV� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
SURWHFWLRQ� DQG� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� URDGV�� VHW� RXW� LQVWLWXWLRQV� WKDW� UHDOLVHV� WKH� URDG
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� WKHLU� FRPSHWHQFH� 11th paragraph says that development of road plans
Ministry of Transport, taking into accounts economical, ecological and social trends as
well as state and municipal interests.

5HJXODWLRQV��6WDWXWH�RI�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�7UDQVSRUW� (the Cabinet of Ministers,
1997) defines the structure of the Ministry of Transport and accordingly the competencies
of transport sector policy and administration��$PRQJ�RWKHUV��VWDWXWH�VHWV�RXW�WDVNV�WR�FR�
RUGLQDWH�FR��RSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV, as well as within frame of competence ensure
to meet requirements of international conventions in passengers traffic, communications
and information

�����(QYLURQPHQWDO�OHJLVODWLRQ�UHOHYDQW�IRU�WUDQVSRUW�SODQLQJ

/DZ� �2Q� (QYLURQPHQW� 3URWHFWLRQ� (the Saeima, 1991) DLPV� WR� HQVXUH
HQYLURQPHQW� SURWHFWLRQ�� HIIHFWLYH� QDWXUH� PDQDJHPHQW� DQG� LQKDELWDQWV� ULJKWV� WR
TXDOLWDWLYH� HQYLURQPHQW� IRU� OLIH. The most important questions for transport sector are
measures to preserve the quality of the environment, including different kinds of
protective zones, the procedure how to proclaim the ecologically dangerous situations,
the role of the State to provide environment protection measures and the responsibility of
environment quality control.

/DZ� �2Q� (QYLURQPHQWDO� ,PSDFW� $VVHVVPHQW� (the Saeima, 1998) GHILQHV
SULQFLSOHV� DQG� SURFHGXUH� RI� HQYLURQPHQWDO� LPSDFW� DVVHVVPHQW� �(,$�� Appendix to law
includes the list of projects for which there are obligatory to prepare the environmental
impact assessment report. According to the low, project initiator should cover EIA costs.
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�����0DLQ�SULQFLSOHV�IRU�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�OHJLVODWLRQ�DFWV��IRU
GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�SDUNLQJ�SODFHV

Municipalities have right together with planning process to determine the norms,
taking into account local perquisites and circumstances. For example, in Riga there is a
requirement to construct multi-storey or underground parking places together with
construction of business, trade and other socially important centres, indicating minimal
number of parking places necessary. In construction of multi-storey or underground
parking places, it is essential to take into account Normative Acts for Construction.

Usage laws for parking places in Riga are developed for streets, that are under
care of municipalities, i.e., marked by red lines. On private lands owners determine laws
for usage of ground and multi-storey parking places.

State level tariff regulation does not exist. Owners of parking places determine
tariffs.

Conformity to parking laws on streets of Riga is controlled by police, in parking
places - by owners or administrators.

���3$5.,1*�32/,&<�,1�5,*$

 Riga City Council has developed ,,Riga Traffic Development Concept 1999-
2003’’.One of the incorporated sections is

25*$1,6$7,21� 2)� 3$5.,1*� 3/$&(6� :,7+,1� 7+(� $5($� 0$5.('� %<� 5('

/,1(6
�
�21�7+(�675((76�$1'�08/7,�6725(<�*$5$*(6�

One of the most efficient types of control of motor transport flow is the regulation
of its parking possibilities. Given the forecast that the number of inhabitants in the city
centre will diminish and the number of private cars will increase reaching 400-500 cars
per 1000 inhabitants, organisation of parking places should be based on the following
principles:

½ priority granted to the public, utilities and operative transport on the streets of
Riga;

½ pavements to be used by pedestrians;
½ roadways to be used by transport vehicles which are moving;
½ parking places on the streets only for short-time parking;
½ corporate parking places to be located within the territory possessed by the

company;
½ parked vehicles on the streets not to exceed 7 calendar days;

                                                

1 Red lines mean imaginary lines drawn a certain distance from the centre of the roadway; within the
territory marked by red lines no construction of buildings, utilities networks or improvements is
allowed in order not to hinder prospective development of the street, its expansion, improvement of
public transport stops, etc.
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½ vehicles supplying goods and services to be used only at night or in specific
unloading zones, during a limited period of time.

�����&XUUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ

1999

Type of parking places Number of
places

�

3DUNLQJ�ORWV��WRWDO ����� ����

                                 * free of charge 823 6.6

                                 *pay 2,200 17.8

                                 * with special permits (work) 325 2.6

RQ�VWUHHWV�DQG�SDYHPHQWV��WRWDO� ����� ����

including   ���������������
�free of charge 6,268 50.6

���������������������������������
�pay 1,749 14.1

���������������������������������
�with special permits (work) 1,026 8.3

6XP�7RWDO ������ ���

In the city centre, approximately 70% of parking places are occupied by cars
parked for 7-9 hours. Currently, no multi-storey garages are available. There are three
multi-storey garages under construction with 300 places in each on 13. MDQY UD� iela,
3U JDV� iela and HUWU GHV� iela. Permits to construct such garages are issued to two
projects to be performed on Lazaretes iela (250 places) and HUWU GHV�iela (300 places).
With regard to parking places in residential developments, no analysis has been
performed and no precise data as to their capacity are available. Municipal parking places
are equipped with mechanical and electronic slot machines. Only some 60% of the users
pay for the received services in the Centrs District.

�����3UREOHPV

Caused by unorganised parking of cars:

1. congestion, decrease of the capacity of streets due to cars parked on roadways;
2. cars looking for a parking place (drivers who cannot park their cars in the

vicinity of their object of interest) resulting in increased air pollution;
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3. low traffic safety;
4. illegal parking of vehicles;
5. Voluntarily reserved, but not used parking places.

�����3XUSRVH

To arrange and reorganise the parking system for automobiles in the city, securing the
capacity of streets.

������6ROXWLRQ

In order to successfully resolve the existing problem, the following complex of
tasks to be performed is offered:

1. Preparation of the zoned model for parking places in the City of Riga;
2. Preparation of the layout of parking places;
3. Introduction of differentiated pay and limited parking time principles;
4. Creation of efficient instruments for the implementation of the concept:
½ Administrative (laws of the Republic of Latvia and normative acts of

the RCC);
½ Fiscal (the mechanism for collection of pay and penalties);
½ Information-related;
½ Formation of the public opinion.
 

 In order to define the main principles for organisation of parking places, relevant
experience of foreign cities has also been analysed.

 

 �����7\SHV�RI�SDUNLQJ�SODFHV

 Parking places are divided into the following categories:

½ Pay, located on roadways,
½ Multi-level;
½ Single-level (squares, yards, etc.);
½ Special unloading zones for vehicles supplying goods and services.
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�������=RQHG�PRGHO��3D\PHQW�DQG�WLPH�SULQFLSOH

The City of Riga is divided into three zones, A, B, C, to which different pay tariffs and
duration of parking are applied.

Division =RQH�$�� =RQH�$ =RQH�% =RQH�&

Old Riga Centre Greater centre Residential
developments

Functional

To maximally
release the zone
from automobiles

Convenient short-time parking of
automobiles on roadways in the
vicinity of the object of interest and the
possibility of long-term parking in a
multi-storey garage

Availability of
parking places
within walking
distance

3DUNLQJ� SODFHV� RQ
URDGZD\V

All permitted
parking places are
IUHH�RI�FKDUJH

Only short-term
pay parking
places.

20:00-8:00, on
Saturdays and
Sundays and state
holidays free of
charge.

Short-term pay
parking places
within areas with
high automobile
concentration.

20:00-8:00, on
Saturdays and
Sundays and state
holidays free of
charge

All permitted par
places are� IUHH�
FKDUJH

Vehicles of suppliers of goods and
services (retail outlets, restaurants)
may be parked free of charge from
20.00 to 8.00

3DUNLQJ� SODFHV� RQ
SDYHPHQWV

none none none none

&RUSRUDWH� SDUNLQJ
SODFHV�RQ�URDGZD\V
RU�SDYHPHQWV

none none none none

9HKLFOHV� RI
KDQGLFDSSHG

2 parking places
will be free of

per each 100

charge

parking places

7DULII

Tariff is
determined for
entering

����� ±� ���� LVL
per hour

8.00 – 20.00

����� ±� ���� LVL
per hour

8.00 – 20.00

0D[LPXP� SDUNLQJ
WLPH

Different tariffs
per hour, day,
month and year 2 hours no restrictions no restrictions
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6SHFLDO� XQORDGLQJ
]RQHV� IRU� YHKLFOHV
VXSSO\LQJ� JRRGV
DQG�VHUYLFHV

20.00 – 8.00 20.00 – 8.00
24 hours per day

not established

(VWDEOLVKPHQW� RI
�SRFNHWV�

not allowed allowed if the

exceeds 4 metres

width of the pavement.

6LQJOH�OHYHO�SDUNLQJ
SODFHV

None Free places in

arranged upon

yards and other

DJUHHPHQW�RI

places are

the RCC

0XOWL�OHYHO� SDUNLQJ
SODFHV

Only for auto-
mobiles which
have entered with
a pass

In the vicinity, parking places on
streets DUH��OLTXLGDWHG in the amount of
50% of  capacity of the pay multi- level
parking place

Pay parking places
on streets DUH� QRW
OLTXLGDWHG in the
vicinity

���3DUNLQJ�3ROLF\��$FWLYLWLHV��5HVXOWV�DQG�3UREOHPV�LQ�5LJD

$FWLYLWLHV�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�5LJD�
½ "Riga Parking Development Concept" has been developed and

approved, and it is a part of the "Traffic Development Strategy".
½ The city is divided into three zones: A, B, C,
½ Determined principle for establishing payment parking places on

streets, marked by red line:
Zone A - all parking places for fee,

Zones B, C - payment parking places only next to socially important
objects.

½ Set up payment parking places.
½ Developed and approved payment tariffs:

Zone A 0.4 - 1.0 LVL/h,

Zone B 0.2 - 0.6 LVL/h,

Zone C 0.2 - 0.4 LVL/h.

½ Developed and approved times for payment parking places on streets,
marked by red line: working days 8.00 - 20.00 and free of charge on
weekends and national holidays.

½ All the parking meters are changed to automatic ticket dispensers
½ Initiated abolishing of service parking places,
½ Reserved parking places for transport of government, police,

municipalities etc.,
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½ Developed and approved perspective plan for location of multi-storey
parking places (altogether 37 places).

½ 

½ In Normative Acts for Construction there is a demand: when building
or reconstructing social objects in the technical project parking places
have to be foreseen.

½ Developed construction of multi-storey garages,
½ When new multi-storey or underground parking places are opened, the

first month owners usually set it free of charge to get drivers used to
parking there.

½ Ceased auto evacuation from payment parking places when the parking
is not paid.

5HVXOWV�

½ In zone A duty of parking places in streets, marked by red line, has
increased from 2.7 to 10.7 cars per place,

½ In zone A average standing time for one car has diminished form 5-7
hours to 45 minutes,

½ During the last two years 4 multi-storey garages and 1 underground
parking place has been constructed.

½ After increasing fees in parking places on streets, marked by red line, it
is possible to find a free place to park a car for a short time, although in
some areas with the highest tariff 1 LVL/h (on Basteja Boulevard near
Old Riga) the fulfilment of parking places in working days from 11.00 to
16.00 is close to 100%.

½ Turnover in Riga Municipality’s non-profit Ltd "5 JDV�$XWRVW YYLHWDV�
which manages all the parking places on streets, marked by red line, has
grown 3 times, which opens possibility to settle new payment parking
places in zone

½ "5 JDV� $XWRVW YYLHWDV��� /WG� KDV� LPSURYHG� WKH� PDQDJHPHQW� DQG� WKH
system of control to contend with the drivers who park, but do not pay.

½ The right to manage the underground parking place, where there are
presently the lowest fees in the city, is given to "5 JDV�$XWRVW YYLHWDV��
Ltd. Consequently, the fees in other multi-storey parking places have
diminished, becoming more accessible to users.

½ The usage of multi-storey and underground parking places during half a
year has increased form 20% of capacity initially to 30 - 40%, which
indicates, that drivers get used to them.

3UREOHPV�

½ Still standing cars in forbidden places on streets,
½ Undisciplined drivers,
½ Lack of legislation to contend with standing in forbidden places.
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½ The fruition in multi-storey garages is only 30% of capacity.
½ Struggle from the side of state, municipalities and business

organizations to maintain service parking places.
½ In the automatic ticket dispensers sell tickets forward, not for the time

the parking place is used.
½ Foreign currency coins with lower real value used in the automatic

ticket dispensers.
½ Lack of serious investment in construction of multi-storey parking

places (there is lack of long term credit resources in the Republic of
Latvia).

½ Lack of information about free places in multi-storey garages.
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���5HYLHZ�RQ�RWKHU�WRZQV�LQ�/DWYLD

$FWLRQV�SHUIRUPHG�

½ Formed payment parking places on streets, marked by red line, as well
as on free grounds in towns’ centres.

- With capacity 30 - 350 places,

- The fee is fixed, which is normally 0.20 LVL/h, except for Jurmala and
Aluksne, where several areas with increased tariff 0.5 LVL/h exist.

- Fee collected in working days from 800 to 1800.

- In several areas also on Saturdays the parking places are for fee.

- On Sundays and national holidays parking places are free of charge.

½ Municipalities’ communal department or non-profit Ltd, owned 100%
by municipality, manages parking places.

3UREOHPV

½ The cars are parked in forbidden places next to payment parking places.

5HVXOWV

½ It is possible in working days to park cars in town centre and in front of
socially important objects.

½ Improved town’s infrastructure.
½ The traffic turnover in the town’s centre increases, eliminating the

possibility to park the car for a long time period.
½ Municipalities obtain resources for development of parking places.


